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President's Message
by Beth Mitchell

President’s message:
It is officially Spring, and that is only one thing
that has happened this March. We kicked off
Women’s History Month by meeting our Aspiring
Professional, Brittney Hernandez-Stevenson, and
learning about women who fought in the Civil
War disguised as men from the fabulous Chandy
Melton, history professor at MCC. Then we
attended the West Region meeting where our
candidate Brittney Hernandez-Stevenson was

Continued on Page 2...

April 4, 2017 Equal Pay Day
April 8, 2017 Holly Latta's Birthday!
April 22, 2017 North Central Region Annual Spring Meeting –
Berea, KY
April 29, 2017 South Central Region Annual Spring Meeting –
Pineville, KY
April 30, 2017 Kentucky Foundation Scholarship Application
deadline (for more information)

April Meeting
April 4th
6:00 pm
Menu: Small (make your own) Chef Salad,
Baked Potato, Roll, Dessert and Drink
Oak Ridge Senior Living
750 Dodson Lane
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President's Message Continued...
awarded the West Region Aspiring Professional winner! I cannot wait to hear Brittney compete at
state.
For those who missed the regional meeting, you missed the hilarious Tracy Cowles and her
entertaining customer service advice. She was a delight, and I am not sure if I can find someone to top
that next year. However, I do have a year to look, so I am holding out hope! As important as the
speaker is at a Region meeting, my focus as Director will be on training and mentoring. Therefore, I
am planning a Leadership Training session so that people can be educated about local and regional
offices as well as the award changes on the state level. I would love to say more about these award
changes, but even after listening intently to Mimi Becker, KFBPW Vice President, explain the new
points system I am very unclear about what is expected or how it will affect our club. Also for those
who were unable to attend West Region, the new officers are Director - Beth Mitchell, Assistant
Director - Sharon Taylor-Carrillo, Treasurer - Diane Croney-Turner, and Secretary - Beth Fiss.
I look forward to seeing everyone April 4th! Remember to carry your red purse!

Don't Forget!
April 4th is Equal Pay Day. Raise
awareness by wearing RED.

Community Events

Submitted by: Holly Latta & Brianna Pantano

April 3-May 8: Car Collecting for Fun & Profit,
Madisonville Community College, BBC 211 6:30-8:00pm
April 8: Birding hike at Mahr park @ 7:30am
April 8: Christian County's Garden & Outdoor Expo from 9am-3pm
April 10: Olympus Piano Trio will be at the Glema Mahr Center @ 7:30pm
April 13 & 20: What's APPening-Picture Perfect Apps for your smartphone
class, Madisonville Community College, BBC Quad Room 5:30-7:30 pm
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Community Events
April 20th: Childcare Provider Training-Strategies for Working with
Autistic Children, Madisonville Community College, BBC 270 6:009:00pm
April 22: Electrical Contractor, HVAC & Plumbing Recertification Class,
Madisonville Community College, BBC 270 7:00am-3:00pm
April 22: The Annual Plant Sale at the Western KY Botanical Gardens from
8am-2pm.
April 24: Hopkins County Extension Office deer resistant plant class @
5:30pm
April 27: One Night Painting Class, Madisonville Community College,
BBC 132 @ 5:30-7:30pm
April 29th: 5th Annual Lawn and Garden Fair
9am-2pm UK extension office
**For courses held at the college, please call (270) 824-8659 to register**
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Legislative Update
From the Kentucky Legislative News Releases
March 17, 2017
This Week at the State Capitol many bills are ready to be signed into law as session
nears final days.
FRANKFORT -- This has been a year for early arrivals at the State Capitol.
Within a week of the 2017 legislative session’s start in January, bills started arriving in
the governor’s office to be signed into law, an extraordinarily quick start for a session
of the General Assembly.
We’ve had more early arrivals at the Capitol in recent weeks as hundreds of the tulips
in the Capitol gardens have already started blooming, a couple weeks ahead of their
usual schedule.
Amid these signs that spring is coming, lawmakers continued to send a growing
number of bills to the governor’s office this week. One high-profile measure that’s
expected to soon be signed into law would allow charter schools to operate in
Kentucky.
House Bill 520 would allow local school boards to authorize public charter schools in
their school districts beginning with the 2017-2018 school year. The schools would be
established by contract and governed by independent boards to provide Kentucky
residents with educational programs that meet or exceed student performance
standards adopted by the Kentucky Board of Education.
Kentucky is one of seven states that do not already allow public charter schools,
according to the National Conference of State Legislatures.
In other business, lawmakers gave final approval to legislation that would lift a
moratorium on the construction of nuclear power plants in the state. Senate Bill 11
would amend statutes to change the requirement that facilities have a way to
permanently dispose of nuclear waste. Instead they would only be required to have a
plan for its safe storage, and that the plans be approved by the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission.
There are currently about 100 nuclear reactors across 30 U.S. states.
Senate Bill 11 has been delivered to the governor’s office to be signed into law.
Other bills sent to the governor’s office this week include the following:
·
Senate Bill 89 would make treatment to help Kentuckians quit smoking or stop
using other tobacco products more easily accessed under health insurance plans or
Medicaid.
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·
House Bill 38 would ban registered sex offenders from public playgrounds unless
they have written permission from the local governing body.
·
House Bill 410, known as the REAL ID Bill, would create a voluntary travel ID—an
enhanced driver’s license – that could be used to board airplanes and enter certain
federal facilities, including certain military facilities, as of Jan. 1, 2019. The legislation is
aimed at creating a form of state-issued identification that meets federal antiterrorism standards. The bill also spells out rules for the issuance of a “standard”
driver’s license, permit or state personal ID card.
·
House Bill 314 would tighten the reporting of toxicology screenings by requiring
certain hospitals to report positive drug screenings to the state's Cabinet for Health
and Family Services. The measure is part of an ongoing effort to fight prescription drug
abuse in Kentucky.
The General Assembly’s 2017 session is now in its veto recess, the period of time in
which lawmakers return to their home districts and give time for the governor to
consider casting vetoes. Lawmakers are scheduled to return to the Capitol on March
29 and 30 for the final days of the 2017 legislative session.
Till then, legislators are interested in getting feedback on the issues confronting our
state. If you’d like to share your thoughts and ideas with state lawmakers, please call
the General Assembly’s toll-free message line at (800) 372-7181.
Bills passed:
SB224 Civil Actions involving sexual misconduct/ to extend the civil statute of
limitations for an illness or injury suffered as a result of an act or series of acts against a
person 18 yrs. or older to 5 yrs. unless civil defendant was convicted, then no statue of
limitations.
HB309 will allow victims of Sexual Assault, Dating Violence & Stalking who have a
Protective Order, etc. protections for housing leases, such as change locks, & end lease
early.
* under committee substitute for HB309, SB86 was added: would change current
mandatory spouse abuse reporting law to instead require certain professionals to
provide Educational materials to victims of Domestic Violence, Dating Violence or
Abuse. (HB309 passed out of Senate Committee, still needs a Senate floor vote, then
House will have to vote with Committee sub changes)
Legislative Chair,
Meryl Randall Ward
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We had an eventful March
meeting with our Aspiring
Professional, Brittney
Hernandez-Stevenson
(left) and our guest
speaker, Chandy Melton
(right).

Say Hello!
To our new
West Region
Board

Way to Go,
Brittney!
Our Aspring Professional
is moving on to state!
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2016-2017 Officers
President………………………………………………....Beth Mitchell
President-Elect………………………………………….Dana Weaver
Secretary…………………………………………………Brooke Archila
Treasurer…………....……………………………………Nena Matheny

2016-2017 Committees
Aspiring Professional – Brooke Archila
Bylaws – Patti Fallin
Finance – Nena Matheny, Julie Franklin, Sally Taylor,Teresea Hatler
Foundation – Wanda Morrow, Lana Moore
Health and Wellness – Mary Howard
Hospitality – Wanda Crowe
Issues Management – Dana Weaver
Legislation – Your name here :)
Membership – Donna Slaton
Member Handbook – Patti Fallin, Julie Franklin
Mentoring – Your name here :)
NBWW – Sharon Smith, Brenda Blanchard
Newsletter – Brianna Pantano
Public Relations – Wanda Morrow, Donna Slaton, Wanda Crowe
Scholarship – Brooke Archila, Brianna Pantano

