
Business and Professional 
Women/Berea

NEXT MEETING
Tuesday, April 3

at 6 pm - Smokehouse Grill

♦	Birthdays:

April Birthdays:
—  Jean Huffman - 3/9
—  Linda Van Winkle - 4/13

H a p p y  B i r t h d a y ! ! ! 
 
If you have a May birthday, I don’t 
have it so please let me know the 
month and day so we can honor you. 
Kathy

Hello B&PW Sisters,

Spring has sprung – OR – is it summer? Hope you 
are enjoying the beautiful weather as much as I am. 

We will not have a speaker at our April meeting. 
Instead, please come prepared for some much needed 
discussion and voting on several items that will be on the 
agenda.  We will be discussing: scholarships, membership, partnerships 
and speakers for next year. Also, we will be nominating officers for the 
new year.  This will be a very important meeting, so please try to attend. 

Rene’ and Zayda will be attending the Regional meeting on April 21st 
at Pine Mountain State Park.  If you are interested in attending, please 
contact Zayda. This meeting is an excellent opportunity to network 
and meet state officers.  All Presidents will give a five minute report 
about their local organizations and what they have been doing during 
the year.  We will be responsible for bringing a 6 inch flowering potted 
plant to be used as table centerpieces and then given for door prizes.  

Please attend out next meeting on April 3rd and bring guests!

Zayda Flanery
President

	 ♦ Current Officers:
 President:
  Zayda Flanery 986-7420
 Vice President: 
  Sharon Cain 626-4169
 Treasurer:
  Barbara Belcher   986-0647
 Secretary:
  Linda Van Winkle 986-9848

♦	Events:

— April 17 - 16th Annual Equal Pay 
Day

— April 21 - South Central Region 
meeting in Middlesboro.

♦	Next Meeting:

— Smokehouse Grill,. Tuesday, April 
3, 6:00 pm.   

April 2012

Well-Behaved Women Seldom 
Make History

— Laurel Ulrich

Each time a girl opens a book and reads a womanless 
history, she learns she is worth less. 

– Myra Pollack Sadker



Women Leaders Vow to Fight Back Against Assaults
As the Senate prepared to vote on the Blunt Amendment, a coalition 
of over 50 women’s organizations held a press conference to 
announce an unprecedented drive to mobilize women voters on the 
ground and online around Health and Economic Rights “HERvotes” 
in 2012. Speakers emphasized the power of women voters as a force 
for change, as well as their collective outrage over the politicization 
of vital aspects of women’s health care, such as birth control and 
breast cancer services.

“This is a day in and day out fight. Women are not going to be 
silenced,” said Feminist Majority President Eleanor Smeal. “Women 
are not a political wedge issue, and we are determined to ensure 
that women have access to quality health care; to protect the gains 
women have made in the workplace, health care, education and 
basic individual rights and to continue moving forward an equality 
agenda,”

“Women’s rights are under attack, with reproductive rights in the 
center of the bullseye,” said Byllye Avery, a founder of Raising 
Women’s Voices and the National Black Women’s Health Imperative, 
who outlined the women’s health issues at risk in these elections and 
noted that the Affordable Care Act will end discriminatory health 
care practices against women.

National Council of Negro Women Executive Director Avis Jones-
DeWeever highlighted economic perils for women and children, 
and saying that women will stand up for jobs, equal pay and 
equal opportunities: “Women will not be silent. We will not be 
bamboozled. We will not be complacent.”

Sarah Audelo of Advocates for Youth made it clear that young 
women are part of this fight: “The right to basic preventive health 
care, such as contraception. The right to decide if and when to have 
a child. The right to vote and have our voices heard. These are 
rights our mothers and grandmothers fought for and won. These are 
rights I never thought my generation would have to fight for . . . . 
We will reward those who support and respect our rights, and hold 
accountable those who do not.”

HERvotes announced that the 51 organizations are working together 
to mobilize voters and to sound the alarm that women’s gains are at 
risk. For example, Lisa Maatz described a $1.5 million campaign 
being launched by the American Association of University Women 
to turn out women’s votes, particularly Millennial women. Maatz 
exclaimed: “There is a palpable buzz TRX for sale . . . women are 
mad. We are fed up. We don’t want you to touch our birth control. 
We’re tired of being told what we can do with our bodies. We’ll 
be canvassing, advertising, social media campaigns, and reaching 
women where they live.”

National Women’s Political Caucus President Linda Young, 
responding to a reporter’s question about the historic likelihood of 
women to vote more Democratic than Republican, said “Women 
will vote for those candidates who support our issues and who are 
not trying to take away our rights.”

HERvotes leaders outlined multiple online drives that will reach 
over 20 million women. For example, there will be a massive online 
campaign by MomsRising, which reaches over 3 million women 
through email, Twitter, Facebook and other means.

Notes From The Web
“Women are tired of the politicization of birth control, the 
politicization of breast cancer, and abortion bills that really are 
just about humiliating women . . . The more they attack women’s 
ability to get along day by day, they are losing our votes,” said 
Terry O’Neill, president of NOW, urging women to go to www.
HERvotes.us to find out about the issues at stake. “People are 
waking up.”

The 51 organizations of HERvotes will be on the ground 
and online, educating voters about the 12 advances for 
women that are at risk in 2102, as well as potential gains. To 
read about the 12 Advances at Risk in 2012 and see the list 
of coalition members, go towww.HERvotes.us    
    —from feminists.org

by NOW President Terry O’Neill
March 21, 2012 

If anyone doubted the existence of a war on women, the 
2013 budget plan announced by House Budget Committee 
Chair Rep. Paul Ryan (R-Wis.) on March 20 is proof 
positive. Programs critically important to tens of millions 
of middle- and low-income women would all fall under the 
ax if Ryan and his ultra-conservative pals have their way. 

To pay for more tax cuts for corporations and the wealthiest, the 
new Ryan budget once again takes aim at Medicare, Medicaid 
and a range of social programs that disproportionately serve and 
employ women. It would convert food stamps and Medicaid 
to block grant programs, and partially privatize Medicare by 
means of a “premium support” scheme designed to push people 
out of traditional fee-for-service coverage and into for-profit 
insurers’ plans. We have already seen that the privatized Medicare 
Advantage plans the Republicans pushed through under George 
W. Bush increased costs by 12 percent over traditional fee-for-
service Medicare. The Ryan plan would only make matters worse.
The Ryan budget would also dismantle the Affordable Care 
Act, allowing insurers to go back to charging women more 
than men for the same health coverage and even refusing 
coverage altogether based on “pre-existing conditions” — a 
scam that has resulted in women paying for insurance but 
still being denied prenatal care and other services. Once 
again, millions of middle-class families would be just one 
major health need away from extreme economic hardship. 

The reality is, this take-from-middle-class-families-to-give-to-
the-wealthy budget has no more chance of becoming law than 
the similar 2012 effort did. NOW is calling on its members and 
all social justice advocates to contact members of the House and 
Senate with this message: Pass a budget that puts women and 
men back to work, requires corporations and the wealthiest to 
start paying their fair share in taxes, and improves the safety net 
for those hurt the most by economic failures they didn’t create 
and don’t control.

Ryan Budget Again Threatens Women’s Economic 
Security Statement


