
Business and Professional 
Women/Berea

NEXT MEETING
Tuesday, June 5

at 6 pm - Goosehill Downs

♦	Birthdays:

June Birthdays:
—  Luise Lunsford - 6/4
—  Trisha Parsons - 6/8
—  Vicki Harris - 6/29
 

July Birthdays:
—  Bea Riley - 7/15 

H a p p y  B i r t h d a y ! ! ! 
 

Hello B&PW Sisters,

I just can’t believe another B&PW year is over!  The 
time has gone by so quickly. Once again it was an honor 
to serve as your President.  Thanks to every member for 
your help and please know you are certainly appreciated. 

State Conference was June 1 & 2 at the University Plaza 
(Holiday Inn) in Bowling Green, Kentucky.  Rene’ and Zayda attended.  
Bunnetta Richardson went with us to speak about the Foundation scholarship 
she received.  Bunnetta is my step-granddaughter and she has just finished her 
sophomore year at Eastern Kentucky University with plans to be a teacher.  
Jerilyn Hippler was installed as our State President for 2012-2013. Jerilyn 
has given me the honor of installing her at State conference. 
 
Thanks again for your support this year. The Berea B&PW’s annual potluck 
and installation of officers will be held on June 5th at the Goosehill Downs 
Bed and Breakfast. (Directions will be in this newsletter).  Joanne Story, 
Somerset B&PW, will be installing our officers.  Please come to this event, 
bring a dish and a guest!

Zayda Flanery
President

	 ♦ Current Officers:
 President:
  Zayda Flanery 986-7420
 Vice President: 
  Sharon Cain 626-4169
 Treasurer:
  Barbara Belcher   986-0647
 Secretary:
  Linda Van Winkle 986-9848

♦	Events:

— August 7 - Next meeting at 
Smokehouse Grill

♦	Next Meeting:

— Rene’ Bed and Breakfast, Goosehill 
Downs. Tuesday, June 5, 6:00 pm.   

June 2012

Well-Behaved Women Seldom 
Make History

— Laurel Ulrich

Each time a girl opens a book and reads a womanless 
history, she learns she is worth less. 

– Myra Pollack Sadker



If you have any comments, complaints, corrections, 
announcements or contributions (always very welcome), 
please contact:
Kathy Nell
859.985.2775/knell@gte.net

1050 Pilot Knob Cemetary Road
Berea, KY  40403
 859-404-1230 cell
 Go towards Richmond on Kingston Road/KY 1016
 About 1 ½ miles to East Barker Lane, turn right at Bobtown 
Country Store
Go to end of Barker Lane
Turn Right at stop sign onto Blue Lick Road
Take first left onto Pilot Knob Cemetary Road
House is up on hill on left hand side of road (turn before mail box) 
 

 
Newsweek Glamorizes Women’s 
Submission
O f f e n d e r :  C o v e r  s t o r y 
“Spanking Goes Mainstream” 
by Katie Roiphe in the April 
23/30, 2012, issue of Newsweek 
magazine Media Outlet: 
Newsweek and The Daily Beast 

The Offense:  The cover 
photograph shows a woman 
who is styled to look like a 
high-fashion model. She is blindfolded with a large black 
sash tied in a bow at the back of her head. Her bare shoulders 
and the top portion of her chest are visible. The caption says: 
“The Fantasy Life of Working Women | Why Surrender is a 
Feminist Dream.” 

NOW’s Analysis: Media outlets have a long history of 
glamorizing women’s submission. Typically the fashion 
industry is guilty of this practice, but news outlets aren’t afraid 
to employ the same strategy. Under the theory that titillation 
sells magazines, combined with the belief that objectifying 
women makes you seem edgy, consumers end up with junk 
like this on the newsstands (and the Internet).

It’s hard to tell what’s more offensive. The haute couture 
style of the cover photo, which presents the blindfolding of a 
woman as elegant and refined. Or the accompanying article, 
which uses the popularity of the book “Fifty Shades of Gray” 
— which Katie Roiphe describes as the “skinny-vanilla-latte 
version of sadomasochism” — to speculate that women are 
not comfortable with power and might even find it boring.

Roiphe considers whether women are exhausted by the 
“relentless responsibility” of their modern lives. She proposes 
that women are rebelling against “the pressure of economic 
participation” and their own “strength and independence and 
desire” — that’s why they’re drawn to the idea of “sexual 

Notes From The Web

surrender.” The article attempts to support its premise with 
the not terribly precise estimate that “between 31 percent 
and 57 percent of women entertain fantasies where they 
are forced to have sex” (according to Psychology Today). 

Picture for a moment a mainstream magazine arguing that 
men feel there is something “basically liberating about 
being overcome or overpowered.” Imagine a male author 
positing that men have an “incandescent fantasy of being 
dominated.” And try, just try, to envision that cover with a 
blindfolded male model. 

Is it paranoid to suggest that Newsweek and Roiphe 
intentionally portray women as fearful of equality in order 
to grease the wheels for rolling back their rights? Is it too 
extreme to suggest that the cover image and the article work 
together to convey the message that women want to throw 
in the towel on being in charge of their sexuality and their 
lives in general? Would it be going too far to characterize 
articles like this as contributing to a cultural environment 
where it’s not so bad when men physically assault women, 
even rape them, because that’s what women really want?

Roiphe argues that feminists are “perplexed” by the 
persistence of dominance/submission fantasies, but when 
Gloria Steinem tries to explain it, Roipheshrugs her off, 
writing that “maybe sex and aggression should not, and 
probably more to the point, cannot be untangled.” Sure 
sounds like a writer with an agenda that’s hostile to women’s 
empowerment and safety. Not to mention the fact that 
Roiphe never asks why men might want to dominate and 
hurt women, and what that might say about them.

That this magazine rolled off the presses just as advocates 
are struggling to get the Violence Against Women Act 
reauthorized in Congress should make even the most 
trusting person stop and think. Take Action: Write to 
Newsweek at letters@newsweek.com and tell them what 
you think about this cover story. And put pressure on the 
Senate to reauthorize VAWA.

Invite More Women!!!
Increase the strength of our voice!!!

Directions to the meeting:


