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 Upcoming Events
 March

15-   Kentucky Cardinal Deadline
29   - West Region Meeting Hopkinsville
April
5-    North Central Region Meeting
8 -    KFBPW Executive Committee Meeting
19-    South Central Region Meeting
26-    Bowl for Kids Sake
30 - /     BPW KY Foundation Scholarship Application Deadline

Next Meeting:
Tuesday,  March 11, 2014
Time:  6:00 p.m.  
Location:   Oak Ridge Senior Living
750 Dodson Lane

Happy 
Belated Birthday to:

Martha Phelps 02/06
Wanda Morrow 02/14
Sharon Smith 02/22
Lana Moore 02/27

Julie Franklin 03/01

LEGISLATION COMMITTEE 
Beth Moore, Chair 
Submitted for February



This month, my article is a “feel good” article—pure and simple. This story aired on the 
“NBC Nightly News” with Brian Williams recently. I hope that you enjoy it. 
In 1973, Evelyn Wynn-Dixon was standing at the Pryor Street Bridge overlooking 
Atlanta’s I-75, preparing to jump. She had four babies, no husband, no job and no self-
esteem. At the time, she never would have believed what her life would become 
decades later. 
If she killed herself, she thought, her children “would be rich” from her insurance policy. 
“I saw a tractor-trailer comin’. I said, ‘I am not gonna be able to do that.’ So I went home 
and I had a .22. It had no bullets.” 
She also tried over-dosing on aspirin and cutting her wrist, without success. After those 
suicide attempts, she says she heard her late mother’s voice telling her, “School is the 
answer.” That’s when Wynn-Dixon says she decided to turn her life around. 
She had been to college, but became pregnant early on and dropped out. So years 
later, wanting a new life for her children, she earned a nursing certificate, then a 
bachelor of science, a masters in social work and gerontology, and eventually, a Ph.D. 
in public health. 
Many times, she walked miles from her home to her classes, and worked a series of 
jobs -- cleaning and cooking among them -- to pay tuition and support her children. 
In 2007, Wynn-Dixon ran for the office of mayor of Riverdale, Ga., a city of around 
16,000 people at the edge of Atlanta. She was 58 years old at the time and had no 
political experience. After a campaign that cost $2,318.57, she was elected. Wynn-
Dixon’s first term lasted until 2008, and during her second term, which runs until 2016, 
she ran unopposed. 
NBC News' Special Anchor Maria Shriver interviewed the mayor as part of a series of 
stories covering “The Shriver Report: A Woman’s Nation Pushes Back from the Brink.” 
The report, co-authored by Shriver and The Center for American Progress, documents 
the estimated 42 million women across the country—and 28 million dependent children
—who live at the edge of poverty and economic disaster. 
Wynn-Dixon told NBC News that Riverdale needs more white-collar jobs, and she’d like 
to re-brand the town’s image as a great place to live. 
So far, as mayor, Wynn-Dixon has built a new city hall complex — including a new town 
hall, courtroom, gym and amphitheater--and cleaned up the town. She ended her first 
term with a balanced budget, and even a small surplus. 
Chief of Police Samuel Patterson said that the mayor has encouraged citizens from all 
walks of life, from children to seniors, to get involved in the life of the town. 
"Dr. Wynn-Dixon has been an absolute ambassador for the city,” Patterson said. “She 
has opened doors that otherwise would not have been opened, had it not been for her 
vivacious personality. She has done more for the city in her first term than most of the 
mayors we’ve had who were her predecessors." 
And according to mayor pro tem An’cel Davis, her leadership style “brought the city 
together." "She took over when the city was going through turbulent times—crime, 
changes in demographics, and economic challenges," Davis said. "She has sort of a 
mother personality about her — everybody is 'baby.' She has that mother image.” 
The mayor’s children are grown now. Two of her sons attended the University of 
Georgia where they had considerable success as athletes. One later went to Harvard 



for his MBA. Her daughter, an attorney, is getting her Ph.D. Another son served a nine-
year prison sentence, but earned his veterinarian degree while incarcerated. 
Wynn-Dixon says she’ll run one more time, “If the people will have me.” 
“My zip code didn’t make me. My size didn’t make me," said Wynn-Dixon, who 
describes herself as “voluptuously full-figured." "It was the fact that I dared to get up. I 
kept saying, ‘This is not going to defeat me. I’m going to prove to people that I can make
it.’” 
And she did. 
*I have received no information from the state Legislative Committee Chair (or the state 
president) about Lobby Day in Frankfort as of yet (1/24/14). I have emailed them to 
request it.

LEGISLATION COMMITTEE 
Beth Moore, Chair 

Submitted for March
There is good news and there is bad news. The good news is that on Wednesday, 
February 26, 2014, the Kentucky Federation of Business and Professional Women, Inc. 
will sponsor a Lobby Day at the Capitol Building. The day will begin at approximately 
10:00 AM. 
The bad news is that I was not notified of this event until Friday, February 21, 2014, 
when I received a phone message from Meryl Ward, the Legislative Chair. Evidently 
emails had been distributed to some members of KFBPW. However, I was not one of 
the members. 
Lana Moore reported to me the following: 
House Bill 8 (the dating violence legislation) was mentioned at Interim Board Meeting in 
November of 2013. According to the website (www.protectkywomen.com), it passed the 
House Judiciary Committee on 1/08/14. It may be one of the bills that will be discussed 
at the Lobby Day this year. 
Please mark your calendar for the following event: 
A Pay Equity Day Event is being planned for April 8, 2014 at 51 & Main in downtown 
Madisonville. More details will be forthcoming. 

ASPIRING PROFESSIONAL COMMITTEE 
Beth Moore, Chair 

Casie Richardson, Member 
Submitted for March

Hopkins County Business and Professional Women will be represented by Brooke 
Archila as the Aspiring Professional candidate for 2014. Brooke joined the organization 
approximately one year ago and has been an active member attending meetings since 
that time. Previously, Brooke has shown support for issues important to BPW by 
attending several of the Pay Equity Day events held in the community. 
Brooke is an instructor of English at Madisonville Community College. She is married 
and lives in Madisonville, KY currently. Previously she taught English for West Kentucky



Community and Technical College in Paducah, KY. She also taught English and 
Humanities for Murray State University in Murray, KY, which is where she received her 
B.A. and M.A. degrees. 

2013 - 2014 OFFICERS

President………………………………..................................Wanda Morrow
President-Elect………………………………...............................Lana Moore
Secretary……………………………….....................................Algia Morrow
Treasurer………………………………..........................................Patti Fallin

2013-2014 LEADERSHIP TEAM

Standing Committees Special Committees

Aspiring Professional   Hospitality  
Beth Moore Wanda Crowe
Casie Richardson Julie Franklin
Algia Morrow
Bylaws
Patti Fallin KPWW
Sharon Smith
Finance   
Wanda Crowe Membership Handbook
Teresea Hatler  Patti Fallin
Sharon Smith
Mentoring (Spirit of Women)



Foundation  Nena Matheny
  Lana Moore
Patti Fallin
Nena Matheny Newsletter
 Sally Taylor-Buie
Issues Management  Dana Weaver
Nena Matheny
Lana Moore
Sharon Smith Scholarship
 Julie Franklin
Legislation  Algia Morrow
Brooke Archila
Beth Moore
Women’s History Month
Membership  Teresea Hatler
Denise Casares   Dana Weaver
Roshun Radford

Public Relations
Wanda Crowe
Julie Franklin
Algia Morrow

Editor’s Note 
Hello BPW Members,

I am still playing catch up from being ill last month and greatly 
appreciate your patience in regards to the tardiness of the February 
and March Newsletter.  If I omitted any articles that were sent to be 
submitted for the newsletter first and foremost I apologize and please 
do let me know.   
  Please remember  that all information for the newsletter is greatly 
appreciated  and to please submit it by the  25th of the previous month
for the next month’s newsletter.   I will not be sending reminders 
about this deadline.          
Please  e-mail your newsletter information to 
activitydirectorweaver@yahoo.com with the subject  BPW  
NEWSLETTER  REQUEST.     
I thank you for your cooperation.

Dana Weaver, Newsletter Editor 


