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Happy New Year to our BPW family! It has been 

a busy time of the year but also a rewarding time. I 

know our BPW locals were hard at work volunteering 

their time, money, and support to worthy causes, and 

I am so proud of the hard work you do to help others 

and your communities!  

Serving has always been at the heart of KFBPW. 

We support others in so many different ways. One 

way that you can help a BPW sister is mentorship. 

We have many new members and even members who 

have been with us for a while and are ready to step 

into a leadership position within our organization. I 

encourage our seasoned members to step into the role 

of mentor to help these new leaders learn and grow into the amazing leaders we know 

they will be in our organization and in our communities!  

For many, the holidays are a wonderful time of getting together with those you love 

and spending quality time with them. We share stories, laugh, and reconnect. Enjoy those 

precious moments! Preparing for family get-togethers and events can also be a stressful 

time of the year, so remember to take care of yourself as well. Participate in self-care and 

be kind to yourself!  

The holidays can also be a hard time for those who have experienced the loss of loved 

ones. Reach out to those who might be struggling during the holiday season. Even 

something as simple as a card, a text, an email, or a phone call can brighten someone’s 

day just to know that someone is thinking about them.  

We had an outstanding Interim Board meeting in November, and I want to thank 

everyone who attended and participated! For those who could not attend, you were 

missed!! We are now moving into planning mode for our annual State Conference coming 

up on June 5-6 in Somerset, Kentucky. Put it on your calendar and start making plans now 

to attend! You don’t want to miss it!!  

I wish you all a Happy New Year! I can’t wait to see what the new year holds for 

KFBPW!  

Brooke Archila 
2025-26 KFBPW President 



Wishing you and your 

loved ones 

Peace, Health, 

Happiness and 

Prosperity 

in the coming New Year. 

Mariah 
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Region New s 

Committee Repor ts 

WEST REGION 
Krista Shaw, Director 

Kentucky BPW West Region is looking forward to our regional meeting on March 21, 2026. The meeting will be held at 
Madisonville Community College with a focus on the importance of strong communication, uplifting aspiring professionals, 
supporting those in the professional development program, and coming together in sisterhood. Our speaker, Kellie Arnold, 
holds an MS in Communications and teaches at the college, so the keynote is bound to be informative and entertaining. 
We are also looking forward to supporting the participants in the Aspiring Professional and Professional Development 
programs. Our planned theme is springtime to usher in the new season. In the meantime, stay warm BPW!  

ASPIRING PROFESSIONAL 
Altasia Clay, Chair 

Topic: Breaking Barriers: The Journey of Women in 
Leadership and the Power of Mentorship 

• Explore how women continue to overcome 
challenges and break barriers in leadership.  

• Highlight the role of mentorship in building 
confidence, shaping character, and opening doors 
for future success. 

• Through personal experience in BPW and the 
support of strong mentors, reflect on how 
sisterhood, communication, and shared purpose 
create lasting impact—both professionally and 
personally. 

We're excited to share that the Aspiring Professional 
Program continues to thrive!  Our participants are engaging 
in valuable learning experiences and networking 
opportunities that will enhance their career development. 
As we plan upcoming events, we encourage everyone to 
reach out if you need assistance or support. I am here to 
help. My email is altasia.clay@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ISSUES MANAGEMENT/LEGISLATION 
Peggy Orberson, Co-Chair 

Hello Fellow BPW Sisters, 

I hope everyone enjoyed this holiday season.  It’s hard 
to believe that 2026 is upon us, which means our BPW year 
is half over.  Now would be a good time to take a look at 
the Issues/Legislation report that is due in May and review 
your speakers, programs, and activities to see where you 
might need to focus for the next few months.  The 
spreadsheet can be found on the KFBPW website.  If you 
have questions concerning the report, you can reach me by 
text or email.  My information is listed below. 

With construction going on at the Capitol, it may not be 
possible to have a Lobby Day this year, but we are still 
attempting to plan something and will communicate if we 
can get anything going.  This is a budget year, so keep your 
focus on any bills presented that could affect women‘s 
health or economic status.  Be sure to call your senator or 
representative to express your opinion, because we have 
proven that those calls count when they are deciding how 
to vote. 

This is also an election year for many state and federal 
offices, so candidates will be campaigning for the upcoming 
primary.  Be sure to educate yourself on their opinions on 
the various issues. 

Stay warm! 

859.749.0704; Peggy.orberson@gmail.com 

 

 

 



Committee Repor ts 
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KENTUCKY FOUNDATION 
Diane Croney-Turner, Board of Trustees Chair 

Greetings from KBPW Foundation Board of Trustees!  
The KBPW Board of Trustees met on Sunday, October 26, 
2025 to review scholarship applications for the spring 
semester.  That being said, we were able to award a total of 
$5,000.00 to four students.   

If you were unable to attend the KFBPW Interim Board 
of Directors Meeting on  November 7-8, 2025 in 
Hopkinsville, please note, the Foundation raised $857 at the 
auction and $1,606 in donations for a total of $2,463.  These 
monies will go to the Promise Campaign for scholarships to 
be given for the 2026 fall semester.  That being the plan for 
the funds, members are asked to make a donation to the 
Foundation Promise Campaign.   

If you would like to make a donation, make check 
payable to, KBPW Foundation Promise Campaign and mail 
to: KBPW Foundation, c/o Patti Fallin, Treasurer,  107 S. 
Harrig St., Madisonville, KY  42431.  Just a reminder, the 
KBPW Foundation is a 501(c)3 Foundation, meaning 
donations are tax deductible.  As always no donation is too 
small.   

If you know of individuals attending college or want to 
attend a vocational school, have them to go to bpw-ky.org 
under Foundation tab for scholarship application and submit 
to Amanda Ishmeal, Scholarship Committee Chair, and mail 
to PO Box 358, Butler, KY  41006.  The next deadline for 
scholarship applications is April 30th.  

Reminder, we have the Betty Hinz Fund for 
communication workshops and events.  A request letter 
with a budget attached should be submitted to, 
croney0803@gmail.com at least a month before the event 
and earlier if possible.   

In closing, the KBPW Foundation Board of Trustees wish 
everyone Happy Holidays and a Joyful New Year.  

NOMINATIONS 
Brenda Richards, Chair 

Ladies, As presidents of your clubs, I trust you will pass 
along the information about submitting nominations for 
BPW/KY 2026/2027 slate of state offices. The deadline for 
submitting the form is February 15, 2026.  

Nominations are being accepted for the following 
offices: 

 President Elect 
 Vice President 
 Recording Secretary 
 Treasurer 
 Nomination Chair 

Please consider running for a state office. Those who 
step up are the ones who shape the future of our 
organization. 

The PDF nomination form is on the website.  I will also 
need a photo, an endorsement signed by your local club, 
and a willingness to serve letter per the information on the 
nomination form.  

CELL # 859-227-2914    Email: richardsb44@gmail.com 
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Local News 
FRANKLIN BPW 
Altasia Clay, President 

It has been a busy season for Franklin BPW!  In 
November, we gathered to discuss financial literacy, 
followed by a festive Dolly Parton-themed Christmas party 
in December, where we proudly signed 120 Christmas cards 
to be distributed amongst four counties.  We extend our 
heartfelt congratulations to Tonya Carter, Amber Huggins, 
and Ruby Branch Farms for their awards at the November 
banquet. 

To celebrate KPWW Week, we sponsored a booth at 
the community Boofest event, showcasing influential 
women through our costumes.  We also celebrated 
community women working in local schools' cafeterias, at 
animal shelters, as PVA and bank employees.  Alongside 
this, we organized a movie trip to see "After the Hunt," a 
paint night, and a yoga event.  Additionally, we conducted a 
meal-prep class to educate participants about the 
nutritional value of their meals.  We hosted a local author 
and hosted a hands-on CANVA workshop.  

Although it has been a busy holiday season, we have 
also taken time to ensure our community food blessing 
boxes stay filled.  

As we prepare for the upcoming year, our primary goals 
will be to strengthen our sisterhood and grow our local 
organization.  Wishing everyone a joyous holiday season! 

 

HERITAGE BPW 
Tracy Perkins, President 

Heritage BPW have been busy this Fall.  We celebrated 
KPWW Week with several events including church with the 
president, reception, speaker, honorees, and an afternoon 
coffee.  We also provided items and monetary donations to 
the local elementary school’s backpack program.  

Three members from Heritage BPW attended the 
Interim Board meeting in Hopkinsville.  For those of you 
who could not be there, you missed some excellent 
speakers and an informative workshop on using AI tools 
such as Sign Up Genius and CANVA.  During the Christmas 
season, we made our traditional candy, volunteered at the 
Jingle Bell Jog, and provided meals for two families in our 
local area.   

Future programs planned for Heritage BPW in 2026 
include the foundation, heart health, and human trafficking.  
We will celebrate Equal Pay Day with community activities.  
Heritage BPW is excited to host the upcoming North Central 
meeting on April 25, 2026!  We hope you are making plans 
now to join us.  Wishing you a happy and healthy New Year! 

HOPKINS COUNTY BPW 
Lea Ann Klarner, President 

The Hopkins County Business and Professional Women 
club, dedicated to empowering and supporting local women 
in business and leadership, continues its mission during our 
weeklong celebrations in October.  We honored Margaret 
Menser, our Woman of the Year, Brooke Archila, our 
Woman of Achievement, and Farmers Bank , our Businesses 
Promoting Business winner, for their remarkable 
accomplishments over the past few years.  Join us in 
celebrating their exceptional achievements. 

Our annual Christmas party was held at the home of 
Julie Franklin.  We enjoyed delicious food, a fun-filled game 
of Dirty Santa and exceptional fellowship.  Members 
donated to our local Christian Food Bank as one of our 
community outreach programs. 

As we approach the end of this joyous holiday season, 
we extend our warmest wishes to you and your family.  We 
eagerly welcome the year 2026, filled with anticipation and 
excitement for what lies ahead.  Happy New Year! 

 

HOPKINSVILLE BPW 
Diane Croney-Turner, President 

Members of Hopkinsville BPW express thanks to KFBPW 
for allowing the club to host the 103rd Interim Board of 
Directors Meeting on November 7-8, 2025 here in 
Hopkinsville.  We hope your stay at the Hampton Inn and 
Suites was an enjoyable one.   

Several members of the club participated in the 
Christmas at the Bend event at Jeffers Bend Environmental 
Center with over 200 individuals participating.  The children 
as well as adults had the opportunity to take pictures with 
Santa, make Christmas Cards for the nursing homes, and 
have fun participating in other events.   

The Hopkinsville Club leadership is asking members to 
be in prayer for the growth in the KFBPW membership; and 
all clubs going through the hour of bereavement in the 
death of members and family members.  That being said, be 
in prayer for the world, the country, federal, state, and local 
government officials, that they make the correct decisions.  
Also for schools, students, teachers, bus drivers, cafeteria  
workers, care givers, our local communities, doctors, 
nurses, especially each other, etc.   

Hopkinsville BPW Members wish everyone a Happy 
New Year.   



SPRINGFIELD BPW, Inc. 
Kate Essex, President 

In October, Springfield BPW hosted an inspiring evening 
dedicated to honoring women whose leadership, service, 
and commitment have made a meaningful impact on the 
community.  The annual awards celebration recognized 
outstanding individuals and businesses who exemplify the 
mission and values of BPW through their dedication to 
advancing women and strengthening the community. 

The 2025 Woman of the Year Award was presented to 
Fran Carrico, whose leadership and service have left a 
lasting mark through her continued commitment to 
uplifting others and leading with integrity. 

The Woman of Achievement Award was awarded to 
Jerri Riney, recognizing her remarkable accomplishments 
and the positive influence she has had through professional 
excellence and community involvement. 

The Business Promoting Women Award was presented 
to BK Designs & Blanks and BK Store, owned and operated 
by Brittany Mudd, for actively supporting and empowering 
women while contributing to the local economy and 
community. 

Cathy Carrico was also honored with the Torchbearer of 
Hope Award, celebrating her unwavering dedication, 
compassion, and ability to inspire hope and encouragement 
in others. 

The event was not only a celebration of achievement, 
but also a reminder of the power of women supporting 
women—building stronger communities and creating 
opportunities for future generations. 

 

WOODFORD COUNTY BPW 
Lynne Woodrum, President 

Greetings from Woodford County BPW! 

We’ve started out with a busy Fall season!  Our 
highlight was our Business and Professional Women’s 
Month.  We started the month with a Proclamation signing 
with our County Judge Executive James Kay proclaiming 
Kentucky Professional Women’s week.   

Later in the month we had our traditional prayer 
breakfast where we support a local business in Woodford 
County.  This year we supported Callies Restaurant, a local 
favorite here in Woodford County. 

Our highlight of the month was our BPW Banquet 
where we celebrated and honored influential  Women here 
in Woodford County who are making a difference.  This 
year’s honorees were: 

• Woman of the year – Mary Bradley, Versailles City 
Councilwoman 

• Business Equity – Donna Martin, Owner of Callies 
Restaurant 

• Woman of Achievement – Donna Howard, 
Woodford County BPW Treasurer 

All of these women go above and beyond the call of 
duty and make us all proud! 

We had 4 new members join in November, making a 
total of 10 new members for 2025…. Woot, woot!!! 

Upcoming Donations – Woodford BPW will be donating 
to the Woodford Food Pantry and also to Military Missions, 
Inc. 

That’s all for now!  Happy Holidays to all and see y’all in 
2026! 

GLASGOW BPW 
Teresa Garmon, President 

It’s been a busy and exciting few months for Glasgow BPW!  In October, we 
celebrated Kentucky Professional Women’s Month with a flurry of activities.  Our club 
participated in a candy drive for the local Boys & Girls Club, provided meals to the homeless shelter, 
volunteered at local ball games, and made a monetary donation to Community Partners for 
Recovery to support their work in addiction recovery.  To top it off, the Glasgow Mayor signed an 
official proclamation declaring October 20th –24th, 2025, as “Kentucky Professional Women’s Week” 
in our city.   

In November we hosted our second annual Elevate event, a day filled with fellowship, learning, and shopping with 
local female leaders and business owners.  It was a fantastic way to support and uplift the women in our community!   

To start the holiday season, we hosted a festive ugly Christmas sweater party, and rang the bell for the Salvation 
Army.  

Recently, our Administrative Assistant Sarah Garrett, received a $1,500 scholarship from KBPW Foundation, which will 
help her pursue her education degree at Western Kentucky University.  

As we look ahead to the new year, Glasgow BPW is excited to keep the momentum going and continue making an 
impact in our community. " 

Local News 
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VOLUNTEER FORM 
2026-2027 

  
Below is a brief description of the duties associated with the 

committees that comprise the KFBPW Leadership Team.  

Please complete the form provided and indicate your areas 

of interest. 

 

 

STANDING COMMITTEES 

Aspiring Professional:  Coordinate and promote the Aspiring Professional Program on the state level; assist in 

developing AP programs on local and regional levels; assist regional aspiring professional candidates in 

preparing for program at State Conference. 

Bylaws:  Review and approve amendments to local organization bylaws; review the amendments bylaws 

approved at the annual state conference to determine if any mandatory changes to the local organization 

bylaws are required; prepare and/or present any proposed state bylaws amendments to the state 

conference body; inform local organizations of any and all required changes to local bylaws. 

Finance:  Develop and monitor the annual budget for KFBPW. 

Issues Management/Legislation:  Responsible for developing KFBPW’s legislative platform; Understand and 

educate members about KFBPW's state legislative platforms; Educate and inform local organizations 

about the KFBPW issues; Organize program(s) or project(s) around those issues; Identify and inform 

locals of pending and prospective state and national legislation of particular interest to women and how 

it relates to our legislative platform and public policy issues; Educate and involve members in the 

legislative process. 

Membership:  Responsible for membership retention, recruitment and mentoring; Develop a membership 

campaign for membership recruitment and retention; Develop and establish a program to provide the 

opportunity to connect women as both mentors and protégés to share career knowledge and professional 

experience(s).  This position is as much as you can make it! 

Professional Development Program: Assist locals in developing and coordinating a Professional 

Development program and/or competition focusing on increasing women’s communication and 

leadership skills.  

Public Relations:  Communicate our message and activities to the public by interacting with the media and 

other organizations and by funneling information and local organization news to media outlets. 

 

SPECIAL COMMITTEES, TASK FORCES & APPOINTMENTS 

Database Manager:  Update and maintain KFBPW membership database; Create monthly membership report; 

Generate mailing list for The Kentucky Cardinal; Generate mailing labels, membership reports, etc. as 

requested by local organizations and state leadership. 

Kentucky Foundation Board:  Willing to serve on the Board of Trustees for a three year term.  The 

Foundation Board is responsible for selecting and awarding scholarships and grants; Solicit funds for 

scholarships from KFBPW members and locals as well as businesses; hold fundraising events at Interim 

Board and State Conference. 

Interim Board Contact: Coordinate and plan all activities surrounding Interim Board of Directors meeting. 

Internal Auditor: Provides the independent check of the financial records of the state organization. 



Kentucky Cardinal Editor: Prepare, with input from KFBPW President, all issues of the Kentucky Cardinal 

for publication; Coordinate advertising sales for The Kentucky Cardinal; Urge locals to solicit for 

advertising and/or obtain advertising contacts; Follow up on all contacts. 

Kentucky Professional Women's Week Chair:  Organize nominations from local organizations for Woman of 

Achievement, Women of the Year, and Businesses Promoting Women Award candidates for 

presentation at State Conference meeting; obtain judges to make selection for state winner.  

Legal Advisor:  Advise president and Board of Directors on any necessary legal matters. 

Social Media Administrator:  Coordinate, create, and place content for the federation’s social media platforms 

including Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, YouTube, and LinkedIn; Manage online social media 

messaging and conversations; Work with the Executive Team about content development, topics, and 

opportunities. 

State Convention Contact:  Coordinate and plan all activities surrounding the KFBPW State Conference. 

Webmaster:  Maintain website for KFBPW information, activities and other uses as defined by the Executive 

Committee. 

Return this form to Rikiyah Pryor, 248 Fox Haven Dr., Somerset, KY 42501.  If you have any questions, please contact 

Rikiyah at rikiyahpryor@gmail.com or via cell phone at (630) 201-1148. 

 

Thank you in advance for volunteering your time and talents!!! 

 

 

Name   

 

Address   

 

   

 

Phone(s)   

 

E-Mail   

 

Areas of Interest (check as many as you wish) 

 __  Aspiring Professional  __  Bylaws  __  Finance 

 __  Issues Management/Legislation  __  Membership  __  Professional Development 

 __  Public Relations  __  Database Manager  __  Kentucky Foundation 

 __  Interim Board Contact  __  Internal Auditor  __  KY Cardinal Editor  

 __  Kentucky Professional Women’s Week  __  Legal Advisor  __  Social Media Administrator 

 __  State Convention Contact  __  Webmaster 

 

Other areas of interest  _______________________________________________________________________________  



Page 11  

JANUARY- 2026 
 1 New Year’s Day 
 10 State Bylaws Chair forwards proposed revisions to the Executive Committee 

FEBRUARY - Black History Month 

 6 National Wear Red Day for Women’s Heart Disease Awareness  
 15 Deadline for state office nominations 

MARCH - Women’s History Month 

 15 Kentucky Cardinal deadline (Printed Issue) 
 21 West Region Meeting, Madisonville, KY – hosted by Hopkins County BPW 
 28 South Central Region Meeting - Hosted by Campbellsville BPW 
 TBD Equal Pay Day 

APRIL - Autism Awareness Month 

 5 Easter Sunday 
 25 North Central Region Meeting – hosted by Heritage BPW 
 30 Kentucky BPW Foundation Scholarship Application deadline 
 30 Contributions due to Foundation Chair for award recognition 

MAY - Military Appreciation Month 

 1 Pay Day for annual membership dues 
 1 Deadline for All Local Award Submissions; Regional PDP/AP information to 
State Chairs 
 2 Derby Day 
 8 Deadline - State Committee Chairs send list of clubs submitting reports to 
State President for certificate preparation 
 10 Mother’s Day 
 15 Deadline - State Committee Chairs submit FINAL list of Award Winners to 
State President for preparation of awards 
 25 Memorial Day 

JUNE 
 4 KFBPW Executive Committee Dinner - Somerset, KY 

 5-6 KFBPW Annual Conference - Somerset, KY 


